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In RFK Death 
Investigated 

"Tht ' Assassination of Robert F. 
Kennedy,", by William Turner and John 
Christian . (Random Housi . 383 pages . , 
*72.95). «... ... f 

Ever since a third-rale burglary 
(Watergate) ended up a national scan- 
dal, there has been a re-sparking of in- 
terest in the assassinations of John and 
Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther .. 
King, Jr. No longer is the "lone 
assassin" theory accepted/ Too many 
questions have been raised and too many 
answers have been found insufficient. 

William Turner and Jonn Christian 
take a searching look at RFK's death 
and possible conspiracies and cover-ups. 
Through some strange circumstances, 
they come upon a self-ordained minister 
who relates a chance encounter with 
Sirhan B. Sirhan the day before the 
assassination to the authors and to the 
Los Angeles Police Department. 
Investigating the story of Oliver 
"Jerry" Owens, the authors' efforts 
come to a climax in 1975 when a little 
noticed trial (Owens vs. KCOP( opens a 
new avenue into the murder of Robert 
- Kennedy^arxriatiracta attorney -Vincent 

Bugliosi. ’ 

Discoveries and frustrations are in- 
cluded; new evidence, destroyed 
evidence, vanishing reports and 
witnesses and evidence of 
"stonewalling" by the authorities in Los 
Angeles in 1968. Also, the plausible | 
theory of hypnoprogrammlng, of Sirhan. 
being made a "Manchurian candidate," 
is explored and expounded. 


That Sirhan was literally found with 
the smoking gun is not contested. 
However. Turner and Christian offer 
compelling reasons for refuting the lonej 
assassin theory. The bullets which killed ; 
RFK did not come from Sirhan’s gun^ 
but from a second gun which was taken { 
into police possession. And since it had 
been established that Sirhan was facing ! 
Kennedy at a distance of 3 feet when he j 
fired, how can the fact that the fatal , 
shots came from behind at a range of 1 ? 
to 6 inches be accounted for? J 

Admittedly, the reader is engulfed in.; - ; 
the viewpoint of the authors. Yet everrj^ 7 
the most hard-line cynic will find it dif-£ 
ficult 'to discount their* investigations^ 
and nagging questions. 

"The Assassination of Robert F. \ 
Kennedy" is a chilling book which j: 
demands a re-examination of the casefc 
and calls for the uncovering of possibles 
conspiracies. ’ . | 

Norma WalcM 


The authors, who have been word- 
ing on Kennedy research since 1968.' 
have tried unsuccessfully many times* 
to have the case against Sirhan Sirnarr 
reopened. They contend mat the Lot 
Angeles Police Department destroyed 
important evidence wtucn supports 
their theory that more than one gun 
- was fired in the Amoassaaor Hotel: 
pantry the night of the assassination, 
they have signed statements from 
witnesses, including a former E3I 
• agent indicating evidence of mow 
than eight shots fired, but that fact 
» was never brought out at tne trial. 

They aiso have pursued a theory 
that Sirhan was a "Manchurian Can- 
didate" killer, hypnotized to do the 
job. Perhaps, they speculate other as- . - 
j sassins around that time were simi- 
larly programmed. 

One of their main investigations 
centers on a sometime preacher, 
Jerry Owen, who apparently knew 
Sirhan. Through another lawsuit in- 
volving Owen, they tried to get some 
of their Kennedy information into a 
court record, but the judge was not 
amenable, even though they persuad- 
ed Vince Bugliosi, prosecutor of the 
Manson Family, to enter that case.;; 

Turner and Christian find the heavy, 
hand of coincidence linking some fig- 
ures in the Robert Kennedy matter 
with James Earl Ray, Arthur Bremer 
and Jack Ruby. Was this slaying part 
_ of a larger conspiracy which affected, 
other key political figures? Unless 
this book persuades authorities to reo- 
pen the case, we may never know. ?-'• 
__ , —NANCY HAMILTON 
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